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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 April 2006 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 29-71 and 87-100 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) ^ Claim(s) 38-51 and 65 is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 29-37. 52. 56. 57. 59-64. 66-71. and 96 is/are rejected. 
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8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Election/Restrictions 

Newly submitted claims 87-95 and 97-100 are directed to a variety of combinations or 
inventions independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following 
reasons: the newest claims are directed to different combinations of a wall or ceiling or booth 
structure each including panels and a structurally distinct channel. Each independent invention, 
claims 87, 88, 91, and 97 possibly correlate with a variety of channel configurations 
corresponding possibly to Figures 7 A and/or 7B and/or 8 and/or 12 and/or 13 and/or 16 and/or 
23 and/or 25. While the examination of a wall member or ceiling member or booth including 
adjacent panels with a channel was originally examined with respect to claim 69, new claims 87- 
95 and 97-100 require further examination and/or search for distinct channel configurations 
including a) at least one channel formed at one of the ends of one of the panels . opposing the end 
of the adjacent panel, the at least one channel including a first lip and a second lip oriented at an 
acute angle with respect to the first lip, the first lip oriented substantially parallel to the one of 
the panels, the adjacent panel having a third lip abutting the second lip, b) at least one channel 
formed at one of the ends of one of the panels opposing the end of the adjacent panel, the at least 
one channel including a first lip and a second lip, said first lip extending from said first end in a 
first direction, and a third lip formed at a second end of said at least first panel, said third lip 
extending from said second end in said first direction, c) at least one channel formed at a first 
end of said first panel opposing an end of said second panel, said at least one channel including a 
first lip and a second lip, a third lip formed at a second end of said first panel, said second panel 
having a second panel first lip and a second panel second lip, said third lip abuts said second 
panel second lip, d) at least one channel formed at a first end of said at least first panel, said 
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channel having a first lip and a second lip, said first lip oriented substantially parallel to said first 
panel and extending from said first end in a first direction, and a third lip formed at a second end 
of said at least first panel, said third lip extending from said second end in said first direction. 
None of such configurations were set forth in claim 69 or claims depending from claim 69. 
Examination of the additional claims 87-95 and 97-100 would place an undue burden on the 
Examiner substantially limited in examination time. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claims 87-95 and 97-100 are withdrawn from consideration as being 
directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 56, 57, and 59-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stohr(US 4,953,734). 

Stohr teaches a cabin or booth capable of receiving a spray comprising a first metal panel 
(2) and a second metal panel (2'), each panel having opposite ends selectively arrangeable in 
series with opposing ends of adjacent panels being attached together to form to cabin or booth 
wall, at least one curved or profiled channel (area 2b) formed at one of the ends of the panels, the 
channel includes a first lip (2d) and a second lip (2d), the second lip oriented at an acute angle 
with respect to the first lip, and a downwardly extending post securable to an adjacent panel, the 
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post including a post wing having an end (2'd), the post wing end abutting the second lip (See 
Fig. 7). 

Claims 69-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Parth (US 
5,725,201). 

Parth teaches a solid wall or panel assembly comprising at least two adjacent panels (100, 
200) having opposite side ends being attached together to form a solid wall member; and at least 
one channel (inner area of element 290) formed at one of the ends of one of the panels opposing 
the end of the adjacent panel, the at least one channel including a first lip (not numbered) and a 
second lip or bend (not numbered) oriented at an acute angle with respect to the first lip, the first 
lip extending perpendicular to a first side member of the one of the panels, the adjacent panel 
having a third lip (180) abutting the second lip (See Fig. 1). 

The panel assembly is made from a thermoplastic having some degree of flexibility such ^ 
that inherently the panels would be rotationally engageable with one another. 

The panel assembly can further include a top panel (800). 

Claim 96 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Byrne, Jr. et al (US 
3,290,850). 

Byrne, Jr. et al teach a panel assembly capable of forming a booth comprising at least a 
first panel (10), an adjacent second panel (10) having opposite ends, said panels arranged 
together in series to form a spray booth wall; at least one channel (interior area of element 14) 
formed at one of said ends of said at least first panel, said channel having a first lip (not 
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numbered), and a second lip (not numbered) oriented at an acute angle (col. 1, lines 49-58) with 
respect to said first lip; said channel positioned at an exterior side of wall or support (18; col. 2, 
lines 14-18). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

Claims 29-37, 52, 62-64, and 66-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stohr (US 4,953,734). 

Stohr teaches a cabin or booth capable of receiving a spray comprising a first metal panel 
(2) and a second metal panel (2'), each panel having opposite ends selectively arrangeable in 
series with opposing ends of adjacent panels being attached together to form to cabin or booth 
wall, at least one curved or profiled channel (area 2b) formed at one of the ends of the panels, the 
channel includes a first lip (2d) and a second lip (2d), the second lip oriented at an acute angle 
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with respect to the first lip, and a post (2 f a) securable to the second panel and engageable in the 
at least one channel to releasably engage the at least one panel to attach ends of adjacent panels 
(See Figs. 2, 3, and 7). Stohr provides the second lip extending from the first lip and even 
though the second lip is not extending from an outward or pointed end of the first lip, Stohr 
recognizes that a number of constructions can be construed in so long as the bends (i.e., lips) butt 
against one another (col. 1, lines 41-45) such that it would have been within the purview of one 
skilled in the art to provide the second lip extending from an outward or pointed end of the first 
lip in so long as the lips butt against one another. 

With respect to post including a wing, see Fig. 7, wherein post includes a wing (2'd). 

With respect to claim 62, even though Stohr provides a first lip (2d) which is disposed at 
an angle offset from being parallel with one of the panels, it would have been within the purview 
of one skilled in the art to provide the first lip including the second lip and wing (2'd) at less of 
an angle so as to provide for the first lip to be parallel with one of the panels as the lesser angle 
would not preclude the elements from abutting one another to connect the adjacent panels. 

With respect to claim 69, as purported in response to claim 62, it would be within the 
level of one skilled in the art to make the first lip, the second lip, and wing, of a lesser angle such 
that the first lip would parallel with one of panels such that the more pointed lip configuration 
would enable the first lip to be perpendicular to a downwardly extending side member of one of 
the panels. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 38, 39, 40-51, and 65 are allowable. 
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Claims 53-55 and 58 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura Edwards whose telephone number is (571) 272-1227. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached on (571) 272-1 187. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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